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Barack Obama has opened a huge lead over John McCain in Connecticut. The latest Rasmussen
Reports telephone survey finds the Democrat ahead 52% to 35%.

This is the first Rasmussen Reports survey of the race since Obama clinched the Democratic
nomination and Hillary Clinton ended her campaign. A month ago, Obama led McCain by just
three percentage points in the Nutmeg State. In March, Obama was up by a dozen points just
before Pastor Jeremiah Wright became a campaign issue.

Since wrapping up the Democratic nomination, Obama’s numbers have improved in both state
polls and nationally in the Rasmussen Reports daily Presidential Tracking Poll.

In Connecticut, Obama has a solid 58% to 30% lead among women, but just a five point
advantage among men. Among voters not affiliated with either major political party, Obama
leads 44% to 37%.

The Democratic nominee is viewed favorably by 62% of Connecticut voters, up from 54% last
month. He is viewed unfavorably by 43%. McCain’s numbers are 54% favorable and 43%
unfavorable, which have remained unchanged since the last poll.

More than one-third of Connecticut voters (36%) think Hillary Clinton should be Barack
Obama’s running mate, while just over half (52%) disagree.

The survey also found that 32% believe McCain is too old to president and 41% believe Obama
is too inexperienced for the job.

By a nearly two-to-one margin (61% to 33%), Connecticut voters say it’s more important to get
the troops home from Iraq than it is to win the War. Those numbers are slightly more lopsided
than those found on the national level.

Fifty-seven percent (57%) of voters think drilling in offshore oil wells should be allowed in order
to curb gas prices in the United States. Over a third of Connecticut voters (34%) disagree with
this plan. Half of voters (50%) believe it to be likely that gas prices would go down as a result of
offshore drilling, while 45% find this result to be unlikely. A separate survey found that 59% of
Likely Voters nationwide are in favor of offshore drilling.

Just 24% of voters in Connecticut give President George W. Bush good or excellent ratings,
while 57% say he is doing a poor job. Approval numbers for the president on the national level
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continue to hit record lows.
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