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Barack Obama remains comfortably ahead of his Republican presidential rival John McCain --
53% to 38% -- in his home state of Illinois, according to the latest Rasmussen Reports telephone
survey of voters in the state.

When “leaners” are factored in, the Democrat is ahead 55% to 40%. The longtime Illinois resident
is now the state’s junior U.S. senator.

Last month, Obama had a 50% to 37% lead over McCain.

Illinois, one of the most reliably Democratic states in the Midwest, has gone for the party’s
presidential candidate in the last four elections, including John Kerry who carried it by 10 points
in 2004.

McCain has the support of 85% of Illinois Republicans, while 89% of the state’s Democrats are
backing Obama. The Democrat has a sizable 51% to 34% lead among unaffiliated voters.

Obama’s 55% to 36% lead among women voters is virtually identical to last month’s findings,
but he has jumped out to a 10-percentage point lead among men voters 51% to 41%. Last month
McCain trailed by only three points.

The Republican is viewed favorably by 52%, down from 60% a month earlier. Obama, who also
was at 60% in July, is now regarded favorably by 64% of Illinois voters.

Economic issues remain the number one concern this campaign season for 39%, down from 49%
in July. National security issues are the number one concern of 23%, up slightly from a month
ago. These numbers remain close to national averages.

Illinois voters by a 46% to 25% margin think Chicago’s bid for the 2016 summer Olympics will
be unsuccessful, although over half (56%) think Mayor Richard Daley’s presence at the current

Beijing Olympics will help the city’s chances. Only 7% think it will hurt and 22% believe it will
have no impact. But 63% are worried that Chicago’s increase in crime will hurt its bid.

President Bush now earns good or excellent grades from 33% of Illinois voters for his job
performance, an increase of seven percentage points from July. While 53% still think he is doing
a poor job, that’s a slight improvement from the 57% who felt that way a month ago.
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