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CLINTON SOLIDIFIES LEADS OVER PRIMARY RIVALS  

AND GIULIANI IN NEW JERSEY 

 PRESIDENT BUSH’S JOB APPROVAL RATING HITS NEW LOW AT 19 PERCENT  

U.S. Sen. Hillary Clinton has surged to a 31-point lead over her nearest rival in the 

upcoming New Jersey Democratic primary, according to the latest Rutgers-Eagleton Poll. 

The statewide telephone survey, conducted Oct. 18-23, showed Clinton leading U.S. Sen. 

Barack Obama by a margin of 52 percent to 21 percent among voters who identified themselves 

as Democrats or who said they lean Democratic. Former senator John Edwards was third, with 

eight percent. Clinton held a 24-point lead over Obama in a previous Rutgers-Eagleton Poll in 

August. 

Rudy Giuliani continued to lead the Republican field in New Jersey, with 54 percent of 

Republican voters and those who said they lean Republican indicating they would support the 

former New York City mayor in the Republican primary. U.S. Sen. John McCain trailed with 12 

percent, and was the only other Republican candidate to earn double-digit support in the survey. 
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Giuliani’s 42-point advantage reflected a nine-point drop in his lead over McCain since the last 

Rutgers-Eagleton Poll in August. 

In a general election match-up between Clinton and Giuliani, voters favored Clinton by a 

margin of 49 percent to 39 percent.  Clinton held a narrow three-point lead over Giuliani in the 

August poll. Obama and Giuliani remained in a virtual tie in the latest poll, with Giuliani holding 

a slight edge at 44 percent to 41 percent, just within the margin of error for the 856 registered 

voters in the survey. Giuliani held a two-point lead over Obama in the August poll. 

Clinton’s lead over her rivals in the Feb. 5 Democratic primary has solidified while it has 

grown. Sixty-eight percent of Clinton supporters said they are very sure of their vote, up from 51 

percent in August. Forty-five percent of Giuliani supporters said they are very sure, but more 

than half said they might change their minds before the Republican primary, also scheduled for 

Feb. 5. 

“Sen. Clinton continues to strengthen her position in New Jersey, with more than two-

thirds of her supporters saying they plan to stick with her through the primary,” said Tim 

Vercellotti, director of polling at the Eagleton Institute of Politics. “Former mayor Giuliani has 

further to go in closing the sale with his supporters.” 

While voters are forming their presidential preferences in the upcoming primaries, they 

are also taking an increasingly negative view of the current president. Only 19 percent of 

registered voters approve of the job that George W. Bush is doing as president, an all-time low 

for Bush in the Rutgers-Eagleton Poll, and down five points from his previous all-time low in the 

August survey. The president’s support dropped 12 points among independent voters and five 

points among Republicans. Republican voters were evenly divided, 47 percent approving and 47 

percent disapproving of Bush’s job performance. 
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A sizable portion of voters disapproving of the job the president is doing appear ready to 

come back to the Republican Party, however, in support of Giuliani. In the general election 

match-up against Clinton, Giuliani won support from 29 percent of voters who disapprove of the 

job Bush is doing. Matched against Obama, Giuliani picked up support from 35 percent of voters 

who disapprove of the president. 

“The president’s poor showing in New Jersey does not necessarily translate into a drop in 

support for the Republican Party,” Vercellotti said. “Giuliani appears to be capable of drawing 

some of those voters back to the party.” 

Both Giuliani and Clinton earned high marks from their parties’ supporters regarding 

leadership qualities and electability. Two-thirds of Republicans and voters leaning Republican 

rated Giuliani as the strongest leader among the top four candidates for the nomination, which 

also included McCain, former U.S. senator Fred Thompson, and former Massachusetts governor 

Mitt Romney. Sixty-nine percent said Giuliani has the best chance among the four to win the 

White House in 2008. 

Honesty and trustworthiness were the only candidate characteristics in which a 

competitor came anywhere near Giuliani. Thirty-nine percent rated Giuliani first, and McCain 

followed with 20 percent. 

Clinton earned similar numbers for leadership and electability, with about two-thirds of 

Democrats and those leaning Democratic choosing Clinton over Obama and Edwards as the 

strongest leader and the likeliest of the three candidates to win the presidency in 2008. Voters 

gave Clinton only an eight-point edge over Obama, however, on honesty and trustworthiness, 34 

percent to 26 percent. Forty-four percent rated Clinton the most inspiring of the three candidates, 

followed by Obama with 34 percent. 
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Clinton’s 10-point advantage over Giuliani in the general election match-up in the latest 

poll reflects a significant shift in the preferences of women since the August survey. Clinton led 

Giuliani by 18 points among women in the latest poll, 52 percent to 34 percent. Clinton held only 

a nine-point advantage over Giuliani among women in the August poll. 

Giuliani also has lost support among white voters since August, with a 17-point 

advantage over Clinton dropping to a three-point edge in the latest poll. Voters ages 50 and older 

have shifted toward Clinton as well. While Clinton and Giuliani ran even among older voters in 

August, Clinton held a 10-point lead over Giuliani among voters ages 50 to 64 in the October 

poll, and a 15-point advantage among voters ages 65 and older. Voters who have at least some 

college education also moved toward Clinton, with a four-point lead for Giuliani in August 

transforming into a nine-point lead for Clinton in October. 

“While the data show Clinton building momentum, it is still very early in the campaign,” 

Vercellotti said. “With more than a year remaining until the general election, the candidates 

could win and lose these voters many times over.” 
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BACKGROUND MEMO – RELEASE (EP 163-2) OCTOBER 26, 2007 
 

The latest Rutgers-Eagleton Poll was conducted Oct. 18-23, 2007 with a scientifically selected random 
sample of 1,002 New Jersey adults. This sample yielded 856 adult residents who said they are registered 
to vote in New Jersey. Unless otherwise noted, most of the figures in this release are based on the 
statewide sample of registered voters. Sampling and data collection were conducted by Braun Research, 
Princeton, NJ. 
 
All surveys are subject to sampling error, which is the expected probable difference between interviewing 
everyone in a population versus a scientific sampling drawn from that population. The sampling error for 
a sample of 1,002 adults is + 3.1 percent, at a 95 percent confidence interval. The margin of sampling 
error for 856 registered voters is + 3.4 percent. Thus if 50 percent of registered voters were found to have 
a favorable opinion of a presidential candidate, one would be 95 percent sure that the true figure would be 
between 46.6 percent and 53.4 percent (50 percent + 3.4 percent) had all New Jersey registered voters 
been interviewed, rather than just a sample. Sampling error increases as the sample size decreases, so 
statements based on various population subgroups are subject to more error than are statements based on 
the total sample.  The following chart shows the relationship between sample size and sampling error.  
Sampling error does not take into account other sources of variation inherent in public opinion studies, 
such as non-response, question wording or context effects.  This background memo contains the verbatim 
wording of all questions featured in the release. 
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 GOP1. Next, I am going to read a list of names, and I can repeat the list if that helps. 
 New Jersey plans to hold its presidential primaries Feb. 5. If the Republican primary for 
 president were held today, which of the following would you support? [ROTATE NAMES] 
 
 (Asked of registered voters who identified themselves as Republicans or leaning Republican) 
 

 Oct. 
2007 

Aug. 
2007 

Rudy Giuliani 54% 61% 
John McCain 12% 10% 
Fred Thompson 6% 8% 
Mitt Romney 6% 5% 
Newt Gingrich* --- 4% 
Ron Paul 0% 2% 
Tommy Thompson* --- 0% 
Duncan Hunter 0% 0% 
Mike Huckabee 3% 0% 
Tom Tancredo 2% 0% 
Sam Brownback* 0% 0% 
Someone else 0% 1% 
Don’t know 13% 6% 
Refused 3% 1% 
N 290 339 

 
*Newt Gingrich and Tommy Thompson’s names were not included in the October 2007 version 
of the question after Gingrich announced he would not seek the presidency and Thompson 
withdrew from the race. Sam Brownback dropped out of the race while the October 2007 poll 
was in the field.  
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DEM1. Next, I am going to read a list of names, and I can repeat the list if that helps. 
 New Jersey plans to hold its presidential primaries Feb. 5. If the Democratic   
 primary for president were held today, which of the following would you support   
 for the Democratic nomination: [see below], or someone else? [ROTATE    
 NAMES] 
 
 (Asked of registered voters who identified themselves as Democrats or leaning Democratic) 
 

 Oct.  
2007 

Aug. 
2007 

Hillary Clinton 52% 45% 
Barack Obama 21% 21% 
John Edwards 8% 16% 
Joe Biden  3% 4% 
Dennis Kucinich 1% 1% 
Bill Richardson 1% 1% 
Chris Dodd 0% 0% 
Mike Gravel 0% 0% 
Someone else 0% 1% 
Don’t know 12% 10% 
Refused 0% 1% 
N 415 420 

 

GOP2/DEM3. Are you very sure about voting for [FILL NAME]; or might you change your mind  
  before the primary? 
 
 

Oct.. 2007 
 Republicans 

and 
Republican 

leaners 

Giuliani 
primary 

supporters

Democrats 
and 

Democratic 
leaners 

Clinton 
primary 

supporters 

Very sure 45% 45% 58% 68% 
Might change 53% 54% 39% 29% 

Don’t know/Refused 2% 1% 3% 2% 
N 238 151 359 205 

Aug. 2007 
Very sure 42% 47% 46% 51% 

Might change 57% 52% 52% 48% 
Don’t know/Refused 1% 0% 2% 1% 

N 312 199 378 187 
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GOP2a. Overall, how satisfied are you with the choice of candidates for the Republican 
nomination for president -- are you very satisfied, somewhat satisfied, not very 
satisfied, or not at all satisfied? 

 
DEM3a. Overall, how satisfied are you with the choice of candidates for the Democratic 

nomination for president -- are you very satisfied, somewhat satisfied, not very 
satisfied, or not at all satisfied? 

 

 Satisfaction with Choice of Presidential Candidates 

October 2007 Very 
satisfied 

Somewhat 
satisfied 

Not very 
satisfied 

Not at all 
satisfied 

DK/RF 
(VOL) (n) 

Republican voters and 
voters leaning Republican 14% 61% 16% 7% 2% 290 

Democratic voters and 
voters leaning Democratic 31% 52% 11% 4% 2% 415 

 
GOP3. Regardless of who you may support, who do you think [ROTATE AND READ A-D, 

AND [READ AND ROTATE CANDIDATE NAMES]?  (U.S. national comparisons 
from Washington Post-ABC News Poll, Sept. 27-30) 

 

 Republicans’ and Republican Leaners’ Views of Candidate Traits 

October 2007 Rudy 
Giuliani 

Fred 
Thompson 

John 
McCain 

Mitt 
Romney All Any 

two 
Any 
three None DK/

RF  (n) 

Is the strongest 
leader 

R-E 
Poll 66% 3% 14% 6% 0% 1% 0% 4% 6% 290 

 U.S. 47% 12% 20% 8% 0% 1% 0% 3% 9% 398 

Is the most 
honest and 
trustworthy 

R-E 
Poll 39% 7% 20% 6% 2% 1% 0% 14% 10% 290 

 U.S. 26% 17% 26% 13% 1% 1% 0% 8% 8% 398 

Has the best 
chance of getting 
elected president 
in November 
2008 

R-E 
Poll 69% 5% 8% 5% 0% 0% 0% 3% 9% 290 

 U.S. 50% 13% 15% 6% 1% 2% 0% 3% 10% 398 

Is the most 
inspiring 

R-E 
Poll 55% 6% 18% 7% 0% 2% 0% 8% 5% 290 
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DEM4. Regardless of who you may support, who do you think [ROTATE AND READ A-D, 
AND [READ AND ROTATE CANDIDATE NAMES]?  (U.S. national comparisons 
from Washington Post-ABC News Poll, Sept. 27-30) 

 

 Democrats’ and Democratic Leaners’ Views of Candidate Traits 

October 2007 Hillary 
Clinton 

Barack 
Obama 

John 
Edwards All Any two None DK/RF  (n) 

Is the strongest 
leader 

R-E 
Poll 64% 17% 8% 0% 0% 1% 9% 415 

 U.S. 61% 20% 13% 1% 1% 2% 3% 592 

Is the most 
honest and 
trustworthy 

R-E 
Poll 34% 26% 16% 4% 1% 7% 12% 415 

 U.S. 35% 26% 22% 2% 1% 8% 5% 592 

Has the best 
chance of 
getting elected 
president in 
November 2008 

R-E 
Poll 67% 10% 10% 0% 1% 1% 10% 415 

 U.S. 57% 16% 20% 0% 1% 1% 3% 592 

Is the most 
inspiring 

R-E 
Poll 44% 34% 10% 1% 1% 5% 5% 415 

 U.S. 41% 37% 14% 1% 2% 4% 2% 592 
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M1. In the general presidential election, if Hillary Clinton were the Democratic Party's candidate and 
Rudy Giuliani were the Republican Party's candidate, who would you be  more likely to vote for: Hillary 
Clinton, the Democrat, or Rudy Giuliani, the Republican? (IF UNSURE): As of today, who do you lean 
more toward? 

 

 2008 Presidential Race 

 Clinton Giuliani Other 
Candidate 

Would 
Not Vote 

DK/RF/ 
Undecided (n) 

Oct. 2007 Registered voters 49% 39% 0% 4% 8% 856 
Party ID Democrat 85% 11% 0% 1% 4% 290 
 Republican 9% 85% 0% 3% 3% 208 
 Independent 41% 39% 1% 5% 14% 277 

Approve 18% 71% 0% 4% 8% 171 Bush job 
approval Disapprove 60% 29% 0% 4% 7% 618 
Gender Male 45% 45% 1% 5% 5% 409 
 Female 52% 34% 0% 2% 11% 447 
Race White 42% 45% 0% 3% 9% 705 
 Non-white 76% 17% 0% 3% 4% 119 
Age 18-29 57% 31% 0% 0% 12% 54 
 30-49 45% 43% 1% 4% 7% 303 
 50-64 50% 40% 0% 3% 7% 249 
 65+ 51% 36% 0% 5% 9% 224 

Education High school or 
below 49% 38% 0% 4% 9% 222 

 Some college and 
above 49% 40% 1% 3% 7% 616 

Region North 50% 37% 0% 4% 9% 394 
 Central 51% 37% 1% 3% 8% 210 
 South 45% 44% 0% 4% 7% 223 
Aug. 2007 Registered voters 47% 44% 1% 2% 6% 891 
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M3. In the general presidential election, if Barack Obama were the Democratic Party's candidate and 
Rudy Giuliani were the Republican Party's candidate, who would you be  more likely to vote for: Barack 
Obama, the Democrat, or Rudy Giuliani, the Republican? (IF UNSURE): As of today, who do you lean 
more toward? 
 

 2008 Presidential Race 

 Obama Giuliani Other 
Candidate 

Would 
Not Vote 

DK/RF/ 
Undecided (n) 

Oct. 2007 Registered voters 41% 44% 0% 3% 11% 856 
Party ID Democrat 72% 21% 0% 1% 6% 290 
 Republican 12% 81% 0% 2% 6% 208 
 Independent 33% 44% 0% 4% 18% 277 

Approve 14% 73% 0% 4% 9% 171 Bush job 
approval Disapprove 51% 35% 0% 3% 11% 618 
Gender Male 42% 45% 0% 4% 9% 409 
 Female 41% 44% 0% 2% 13% 447 
Race White 36% 49% 0% 3% 12% 705 
 Non-white 65% 26% 1% 3% 6% 119 
Age 18-29 47% 45% 0% 0% 8% 54 
 30-49 38% 47% 0% 3% 12% 303 
 50-64 46% 40% 0% 3% 10% 249 
 65+ 40% 42% 0% 5% 12% 224 

Education High school or 
below 40% 44% 0% 5% 11% 222 

 Some college and 
above 43% 44% 0% 2% 11% 616 

Region North 45% 40% 0% 4% 11% 394 
 Central 40% 44% 0% 2% 14% 210 
 South 36% 51% 0% 4% 9% 223 
Aug. 2007 Registered voters 43% 45% 0% 2% 9% 891 
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Do you approve or disapprove of the way George W. Bush is handling his job as President? (B1) 
 
 

  Approve Disapprove DK/RF (n) 
Oct. 2007 Registered voters 19% 74% 7% 856 
Party ID Democrat 6% 89% 5% 290 
 Republican 47% 47% 6% 208 
 Independent 12% 81% 7% 277 
Aug. 2007 Registered voters 24% 72% 4% 891 
Party ID Democrat 6% 92% 2% 268 
 Republican 52% 42% 6% 205 
 Independent 24% 70% 6% 325 
Oct. 2006 Registered voters 33% 62% 5% 695 
Sept. 2006 Registered voters 32% 60% 8% 660 
June 2006 Registered voters 31% 62% 7% 699 
Mar. 2006 Registered voters 31% 63% 7% 676 
Feb. 2005 Registered voters 46% 50% 4% 678 
Oct. 2004 Registered voters 46% 49% 6% 664 
Jan. 2004 Registered voters 50% 45% 6% 679 
Sept. 2003 Registered voters 56% 38% 6% 628 
May 2003 Registered voters 62% 31% 8% 773 
Jan./Feb. 2003 Registered voters 58% 30% 12% 301 
Sept. 2002 Registered voters 71% 24% 6% 596 
Feb./Mar. 2002 Registered voters 82% 15% 4% 622 
Apr. 2001 Registered voters 57% 34% 9% 606 
Jan. 2001 Registered voters 43% 21% 37% 636 

 
 


